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By Steve Forbes, ECiTo-nv-CHIEF
“With all thy getting get understanding”

Poisoned Bulbs

THE IHOCIES EMANATING PROM CONGRESS HAVE MADE ITS  times the price of incandescents for supposedly more “efficient”
E popularity ratings even worse than those of the carrent White  compact flaorescent Hght bulbs (CFLs) that last longer and con-
g House occupant. The latest example: Our national lgldators are  sume less electricity. Well, Iif CFLs are 5o great, why do we need
g banning traditional incandescent lght bulbs, which were invented  law to force us to buy ‘em? Why cant politicians set aside their
g by Thernas Edison more than 120 years age, By 2014 these bulbs  Manny Bloombergesque dispositions and let the markets work?

will be illegal. Instead, we'll be coerced into paying six to cight But theres & more immediate problem: Each CFL bulb con-
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ke mardaan i ot Doy,
tains about 5 milligrams of mercary. & ' :"E . ::lll and called the store where she bonght hers
highly toocde and indestructible sub- e St fior advice. She was advised to call the Poi-
stance. It's like bulbs with asbestos, © . som Control hotline, which in tam directed
Billions of these bulbs will be every- o . hﬂhﬂﬁhld:}:ﬂm:muufﬂwhum
where. If one drops and breaks, yoo've J:ﬁ"* m:nmﬁTMm.ﬂdnh:iupmd
got a problem, especially if you have A found that mencury in her daughter’s
emall kids or pets roaming around. room were six times the stabes 'saft’ level
Heres a harbinger of the crisis to The DEP specialist gave her a Tow-balll o5-
comne from an item in Bwvestors Busines timate of $2.000 to desn up the room”
Dudly: “ocrmdineg tn an artiche in the Apr. ; : Think about the challenge of dispos-
12, 2007 isone of the Elsworth [Me.] R R e ey ing of all this mercary when the bulbs
American, [Brandy] Bridges was installing b s altimately burn out.

ome in her daughter's bedroom when it ¢ Pork heamd Too bed Edison iso't around to
dropped on the floor and shattered. Lisck- mlﬁﬁmﬁ:“h';m invent a suitable punishment for the
iy, Erandy knevw CFLs contained mercury  th incandescent light bulk, dim bobbs who passed this legishation.



